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Office of the Chancellor

Diecember 20, 2024

Diear Feverand Fathers,

I hops and pray that yoo are all well during thiz Advent Season At the direction of Hiz
Eminence Archbishop Elpidophores of America, [ would like to thare with vou the 2024
Patriarchal Encycliczl for Christras Please note that this is to be read in your respective
parizhes oo Christmaz Day, immediately following the Gozpel Reading during Divine
Litargy. Yoo will find both documents embeddad in this amail below in both Enslisk and
Gresk

Allew me i wish all of you and your families a Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Heahiny Mew Year! May the new year be full of every blessing fom abave to you all in

VOAUr minisiriss.

Conveyins to you the paternal blessinss of Hiz Eminence Archbiskop Elpidophkaros, I
remain,

Prayerflly yours,

1 Dickleias Nektarioz
Natiora! Chancellor

CENTENMIAL
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Prot. No. 828

PATRIARCHAL ENCYCLICAL
FOR CHRISTMAS

+BARTHOLOMEW
BY GOD’S MERCY ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
TO ALL THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH
GRACE, MERCY AND PEACE
FROM THE SAVIOR CHRIST BORN IN BETHLEHEM

Most honorable brother hierarchs and blessed children in the Lord,

With the grace from above, we have once again this year arrived at the festal day of the
Nativity in the flesh of God the Word, who came into the world and dwelt among us “out of his
ineffable loving for humankind.” We honor with psalms and hymns as well as with
inexpressible joy the great mystery of the Incarnation, which is “newer than everything new, the
only new thing under the sun,”! through which the way is opened for us to deification by grace
and the entire creation is renewed. Christmas is not the experience of emotions that “come
rapidly and depart even more rapidly.” It is the existential participation in the whole event of
Divine Economy. As testified by the Evangelist Matthew (ch. 1. 18-2.1-23), the leaders of the
world sought to obliterate the divine infant from the outset. For us faithful, along with the cry
that “Christ is born” in the feast of the incarnation of the Son and Word of God the Father, as
well as the mournful bells of His passion, we also hear the cry that “Christ is risen,” the good
news of the victory over death and expectation of the common resurrection.

The words “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace” are heard once more in a
world filled with violence, social injustice and dissolution of human dignity. The stunning
progress of science and technology does not reach the depth of the human soul, because human
beings are always more than what science can comprehend or to which the advancement of
technology aspires. The gap between heaven and earth in our human existence cannot be
scientifically bridged.

Today there is much talk about “the metahuman” and praise of artificial intelligence. The
dream of “the superhuman” is of course hardly new. The concept of “the metahuman” is based
on technological progress and his equipment with means previously unimaginable to human
experience and history, through which humankind will be able to transcend currently valid
human measures. The Church is not technophobic. It approaches scientific knowledge as “a
divinely granted gift to human beings,” without however overlooking or suppressing the

! John of Damascus, An Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith, PG 94.984.



dangers of scientism. The Encyclical of the Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church
(Crete, 2016) also emphasizes the contribution of Christianity “to the healthy development of
secular civilization,” since God “established human beings as stewards of sacred creation and
His coworkers in the world.” Moreover, it also highlights: “The Orthodox Church sets against
the ‘man-god’ of the contemporary world the ‘God-man’ as the ultimate measure of all things.
“We do not speak of a man who has been deified, but of God who has become man (John of
Damascus, An Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith iii, 2 PG 94.988).”2

The answer to the crucial question—namely, how can we preserve the “culture of
personhood,” the respect for its sacredness and emphasis on its beauty, until the final “eighth
day” in the face of the titanism and prometheanism of the technological culture, its evolution
and transmutation, in the midst of anthropotheistic changes and exaggerations of humankind —
has been given once for all in the mystery of Divine Humanity. God the Word became flesh, the
“truth has come” and “the shadow has passed.” For human beings, speaking the truth will
forevermore be associated with their relationship to God as the response to God’s descent
toward them and as the expectation and encounter of the coming Lord of glory. This living faith
supports the human struggle to respond to the contradictions and challenges of earthly life, to
life “by bread” (Mt 4.4), to survival as well as social and cultural development. Nevertheless,
nothing in our life can thrive without reference to God, without the horizon of “the fullness of
life, the fullness of joy and the fullness of knowledge” of His Kingdom.3

Christmas is an opportunity for us to become conscious of the mystery of divine freedom
and the great miracle of human freedom. Christ knocks on the door of the human heart, yet only
human beings honored with such freedom are able to open that door. “Clearly, without Him,
without Christ,” as the late Fr. Georges Florovsky writes, “man cannot do anything. But there is
something that only man can do—namely, respond to God’s call and welcome Christ.”*

By saying “Yes” to this calling from above, Christ is revealed as “the true light” (Jn 1.9),
“the way, the truth and the life” (Jn 14.6), the answer to the ultimate questions and pursuits of
the intellect, to the desires of the heart and the hopes of humankind, but also to the “whence”
and “whereto” of creation. We belong to Christ, in Whom all things are united. Christ is “the
Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end” (Rev. 22.13). In His
voluntary incarnation “for us men and for our salvation,” the Word of God “did not dwell in a
single human being, but embraced human nature in its entirety with His hypostasis,”> thereby
establishing the common eternal destiny and unity of humanity. He does not liberate one
people, but the entire race of humankind; He does not savingly divide only history, but renews
the whole creation. Just as for history, so too for the universe, “before Christ” and “after Christ”
holds definitively and determinately valid. Throughout its journey in the world, in history and

2 Encyclical, § 10.

3 Alexander Schmemann, [ believe (Athens: Akritas Editions, 1991), 129 [from the Greek].

4+ Georges Florovsky, Creation and Redemption (Thessaloniki: Pournaras Editions, 1983) [from the Greek].
5 Nicholas Cabasilas, Nine Unpublished Homilies (Thessaloniki, 1976), 108.



through it to the Eschata, to the day without setting in the heavenly Kingdom of the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit, the Church that is “not in the world” witnesses to the truth and
performs its sanctifying and spiritual work “for the life of the world.”

Brethren and children in the Lord,

With a spirit of devotion, we kneel before the Mother of God who holds the infant and
humbly worship “the Word from the beginning” who assumed our form, and we wish to all of
you a blessed and holy Twelvetide and a favorable, healthy, peaceful and fruitful in good deeds
new year of the Lord’s favor, filled with spiritual joy and divine gifts, in which the entire
Christian world concelebrates and honors the 1700* anniversary of the First Ecumenical Council
of Nicaea.

Christmas 2024
+Bartholomew of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant of you all before God

To be read in churches after the Gospel Reading during the Divine Liturgy on the Feast
of Christmas.
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ITATPIAPXIKH AITTOAEIEH
I'TA TA XPIXTOYTENNA

+BAPOOAOMAIOXL
EAEQUOEOY APXIEITIZKOITOYX KONXTANTINOYTIOAEQY. - NEAY POMHX.
KAI OIKOYMENIKOZX ITATPIAPXHX
YE OAO TO ITAHPOMA THY EKKAHXIAX
XAPH, EAEOX KAI EIPHNH
ATTIO TON I'ENNHOENTA X TH BHOAEEM XQTHPA XPIXTO

Tiutator adeAgot Tepdoyeg kat tékva €v Kuplw evAoynuéva,

Me avwOev evdokia @OAcape Kal €@ETog OV MavEOQTH NHEQA TG KATX TAQKX
I'evvroewg toL Oeov Adyov, oL 1e0e ot Y1] Kat cvuvavaoTEAPNKE pHall pag «dU apatov
eAavOowTiav». Typovpe pe PaApovg kat DUvous kal e AvVeKAGAN T Xaoo TO Héya PluoTNELO
¢ EvavOownoews, TO «TO KAtvoUEYLO AT OAX T KALVOUQYLX, TO HOVO KALVOUQYLO OTOV
KOOUO»!, dlx Tov OToiov duxvolyetal 0tov AvOEwTo 1) 0d0¢ TG kAt XA Oéwong kat
avaxawiCetatr ovpnaoa 1) ktion. Ta Xowotovyevva dév eival Blwon ovvaloOnuatiopwy, ot
OTIOlOL «yQNYoQa EQXOVTAL Kal AkoUn taxvtepa magéoxovtaw. Etvat Omapfiaxn petoxr) oto
O0Ao yeyovog ¢ Ocelag Oikovoulag, Tov oxediov Tov Oeov Yux T owtnela tovL kOéopov. Kabwg
HaQTLEEeL 0 EvaryyeAlotic MatOaioc?, 1) 1)yeoia ToL kOopoL OéANTe ATIO TV AQXT) VL A@avioel
10 O¢lo Boépoc. I'iix tovg motovg, pall pe 0 «XELoTog YeEvvata Thg £0QTrG TG LAQKWOOEWS
oL Yiov kat Adyov tov Oeov Iatpog kat tic mévOues kapmaves tov IldBoug, xel mavtote
TaAVTOXEOVA Kol TO «XQLOTOG AVECTN», TO EVAYYEAO HIVUHA TNG VIKNG KATA TOL OavAToL Kal
TG TIEOOVOKIAG TNG KOLVTG AVATTATEWG.

To «Ad&a év Uiotolg Oe Kkatl Tt NG el vy AKOVYETAL KAl TAAL 0¢ €va KOOHO
YEUATO ATIO PLALOTITES, KOWVWVLIKT] AdUKIX KAL KATAQQAKWOT TNG AvOQWTILVNG AELOTIQETELAG.
‘H éxmAnktuen) mpoodog ¢ emotung kat g texvoAoyiag dev @Odvel oto Bdbog g
avOpwTvng Puxmng, APov 0 AvOEWTOS ELVaL TAVTOTE TEQLOTOTEQO ATO AVTO MOV HTTOQEL VX
OVAAGPBELT) EMOTNUN KAL ATTO AUTO 0TO OO0 ATOPAETEL 1) TTEOODOG TN TEXVOAOYing. Méoa
OTO elval ToL AVOQWTOL dDEV YEPLEWVETAL ETULOTIHOVIKAX TO XAOHAX HETAEL OVEAVOV Kol YTG.

Iueoa axkovyetal 0 AOYoS TeQL TOV «HETAVOQMTOU» KAl €yKWHIALCETAaL 1 TEXVNTI)
vonuoovvn. BéBaia, tO dvelgo évog «OmepavOowmov» déV elvat kawvopavés. ‘H idéa tov
«ueTAVOQWTOL»  OTnElleTal OTNV TEXVOAOYLKI] TIQOOD0 KAl OTOV EEOTMALOHO TOL W&
TEWTOPAVT] OTNV avOpwmvn éumeia kal lotogia péoa, dax Twv Omolwv Ba pmogéoet va
UTtEEPT) TO AvOREWTILVO HéTEo TOoL toxVet péxot orjueoa. H ExkAnoia dév etvat texvopofik.

L «MAVTWV KAVOV KAVOTATOV, TO HOVOV Katvov U1o tov 1iALov», Todvvov Aapaoknvov, ‘Exdooic axpifne
T1)c 0p8060&0v TioTews, PG 94, 984.
2Mat0. o, 18 - 37, 1-23.



[ToooeyyiCel TV €MIOTNHOVIKT] YVQWOT WG «dWEOV ToL Be0L 0TOV AvOQwTo», XWEls OpwWS va
QAYVOEL 1) V& ATIOOLWTIA TOVS KIVOUVOUS TOV €MIOTNHOVIOHOL. v EykvkAwo mg Ayilacg katl
MeyaAng Zuvvodov tre OpBodoov ExkAnoiag (Kortn, 2016), toviCetat 1) ovpfoAr tov
XQLoTaxviopov kat «oTnv Uy avanmtuén Tov 00pabev MOALTIOHOU», A@oL 0 Ocdg «€0e0e TOV
avOpwmo w¢ otkovopo g Betag dnuoveyiag kat ovvepyo Tov otov koouo». Ev ovvexela,
onuewwvetat pué éupaon: «H Op00do&n ExkAnoia, évavtt Tov ovyxeovov ‘dvOpwmobeov’,
mEoPA&AAeL TOV ‘OedvOowTo’ WG £0XATO HETEO TAVTWV: ‘Agv HAape yix avOowmo mov
amofewOnke, AAAX Yiox Oeo oL evavOpwmioe »3.

‘H anavtnon oto kpiopo éoatnua, mws 0 dowO el O «TOALTIOHOS TOV TEOTWTIOL», O
oeBacOg TNG LEQOTNTAG KAl 1] AVAdeLEN TG WEALOTNTAS TOL HEXOL TNV €oXatn «&Ydon
NUEQA», HE TOV TITAVIOMO Kol TOV TQEOMUNOEIOUO TOU TEXVOAOYIKOU TOALTIOHOD, TWV
peteleAlEewV Kal TWV HETATITWOEWY TOV, £V HEOW AVORWTIOOEIOTIKWV HETAVOQWTILOUWV 1)
vnegavOowmiopwy, d00Nke anal kat dix mavtog 0To pvoTroo e OeavOipwnvotntag. O
Beog AdYog Eyve oapka, 1) «aAANOewx 1100e» katl «E@uye 1] OKLA. ATO TWEA KAl OTO dUVEKES T
aAnfelx yx tov avOpwmo O ocvvdéetal pg ) oxéon tov pe 0 Oed, WS ATMAVINOTN OTHV
KA&00d0 ToL Oe0L TTEOS AVTOV KAl WS &vapovr) kol UTtodoxT) Tov Kvplov trg d0Eng mov oy etat.
‘H Cwvravn) avtr) miotn otneilet tov aywva toL avOQWTou vt AVTATIOKQLOEL OTIC AVTIPATELS
Kal TG MEOKANOelS g Eémiyelag Cwng Tov, oTr) Cwn «HE TOV &QTo», otV emiBiwon kat tnv
KOWVWVIKN Kal TOATIoKT) avantuén. Timote Spwg ot Cwr) pag dev €VdOKIUEL XWOLS
avaogx 0to Oeo, pé opllovia TV «mANEoTTa Lwng, TV MANQOTNTA XAQAS KAl TV
TIATNROTNTA YVwoewe» ¢ Baowleiag Tov 4

Ta Xowotovyevva elval evkapia yix v OULVEWNTOTIOW|OOVHE TO HLOTIOLO TNG
éAevOepiag Tov Beov kal O Héya Oavua e EAevBepiag Tov dvOowmov. O Xolotog kovet
TV TOQTA TS AVOQWTIVNG KAEDLAGS, UTTOQEL OHWS V& TNV avoi&et povo 0 dlog 6 avOpwmog, 6
OTolog €xeL TN Oet pé v éAevBepla. «ATPaA@S, XwELs AVTOV, XWOIS TOV XQLOTO», YOAPELO
Hakalotog . [ewpylog PAwQO@oky, «0 avOowTmog dev umoget va kavet timote. K dpwg,
UTAQXEL KATL IOV HOVO ATIO TOV AVOQWTO HUTTOQEL VA YIVEL — TO VA AVTATOKQLOEL 0TIV KATjON
oL Oe0v Kkatl va ‘dexOel’ 1O XoLoTo»°.

Aéyovtag 10 «Nab otv dvwOev kAnjon, 0 Xolotog ATOKAAVTITETAL WG «TO PGS TO
AANOWVO»°, g «1] 600G, 1) aANOelx Kt 1) Cwr)p»’, G 1) ATAVTINOT 0T E0XATA £QWTIHATA KAL TIG
avalnmoeLs ToL HLAAOD, OTOLG KaEdLKOLS TTOOOVS Kal TIG EATIdDES TOL AVOQWTOUL, AAAX Kal
0T EQWTIHATA: «ATO TIOL KAL YIX TOL0 Adyo» g dnuoveylag. Avrjkovpe oto XQLoto, o¢

3 «Ovk avBpwTmov amoBewBévia Aéyopev, aAAa Beov évavOowmmoavtar, (lwdvvov Aapacknvov,
"Exdooic axpifrc tnc o0pfodocov miotewe, I'', 2 PG 94, 988), EyxvxAiog, § 10.

4 «map€doaplev 1) oktd. Eig 10 dinvekég 10 aAnOevery dux tov avBowmov Ba cuvdéetatl LLE TV oX£0LV TOV
HE Tov Bedv, g ATAVINOLS €ig TV KAB0dOV TOD O£0D TTEOG AVTOV KAl G AVAOVT) Kl DTTAVTIOLS TOD £QXOUEVOL
Kvpiov ¢ 86&nc. H Cwoa av) mtiotig otneilet TOV ay@va To0 avOR@Tou v &vTamokQLon) €lg TAS AVTIPATELS
Kal TG MEOKATNOELS TOD €muyeiov Biov Tov, €ig TNV «€m &QTw» Cwnvd, €ic TV EmPIwoty kal TV KOWWVIKTV kal
MOALTIO KTV AvaTTTLEwy. Timote Spwe eig TV Cwnv HAg DEV eDDOKIUEL AVEL AVAEPORAS eig TOV B0V, g optlovta
TV «mtAnedtnTa Cwng, TV MANEOTNTA XAQAS Kal TV MANdTNTa Yvwoews» g Baorelag Tovr. AAeEdvdoov
Luépav, Miotevw, €xd. Axgita, ABrjva 1991, o. 129.

53 Tewylov PAwedpoKv, Anuiovpyia kai adnoAvtpwon, ékd. ITovovaopa, @sooaAovixn 1983, o. 17.

6 Teoav. o, 9.

7Twdv. ', 6.



AVTOV elvat évwpéva ta iavta. O XoLotog eivat «to A kal To £, 6 TEWTOS KAt 0 é0XATog, AQXN
Kkal TéA0c»8. Me v n0eAnuévn oagkwor] Tov «yx pag tovg avOowmoug kal yax T owtneia
HaG», 0 AdYog ToL Be0U «dEV kaTolknoe péoa o€ Evav o ToUg avOEwWTovs, AAAQ TteQLéPaie
) dkn] Tov VTOOTAOT HE TNV AvOWTILVN PUOTY, DepeAlwvovTag EToL TOV KOLVO QlVLo
TIQOOQLOUO KAL TNV £vOtnTa TS dvOowmotnTac. Aév aneAevOepwvel Eva Aad, dAAAx OAGKAT Q0
1O YEVOS TV avOowmwy, d&V TEUVEL CWOTIKA HOVO TNV L0TORI, AAAX KALVOTIOLEL TNV KTiOT
OAN. ‘Onwg ovpPaivel pe v otopla, TO OO0 loxvel OQLOTIKA Kal kKaBoQLOTIKAX Kal Yix o
OUUTIAVTA TO: «TIRO XQLOTOU» KAL TO «HETA XOLOTOV». Le OAN TNV TToQEela TNG OTOV KOOHO, 0TIV
loToQla Kt dL” avThg TEOG T E0XATA, TIOG TNV AVECTIEQN NHEQA TN Emovaviag BaoAelag
tovU ITateog kat tov Yiov kat tov Ayiov INvevupartog, 11 ExkAnoia, mob dév eivat «&mo tov
KOOUO», LAQTUQEEL YL TNV AAN 0L, EMUTEADVTAGS TO AYLAOTIKO KAL TTVEVUATIKO TNG €0Y0 «ylX
1) Cwt) TOL KOOUOL».

AdeAgol kal tékva €v Kvolw,

KAtvovtag pe @odvnua evoefeiag 1o yovato évamiov g Boepokpatovoag Mntéoag
TOL OO0V KAl TEOOKLVWVTAG HE TATIEVWOT) AVTOV TIOL TNQEE T KN HAS HOQPT), TOV «&V AQXT)
AOYov», evXOpaoTe 08 6AOUG oag eDAOYNUEVO Ayio AwdekareQo Kat alolo, UYLES, elonviko,
eVKAQETIO 0¢ €Qya AyaOa&, TAT)ON TVEVUATIKTG eVPEOCVLVTS kol Oelwv dwonudtwyv To vEo £Tog
¢ xonototntac tov Kvpiov, kata 10 01oto OAGKANQ0G 6 XQLOTIAVIKOG KOOUOG CLVEOQTALEL
Kat tpa v 17007 (xtAootn émtakoolootn)) éméteto g ITpwng Otkovpevikng Zuvodov ot
Nicoua.

Xplotovyevva 2024
1 6 KwvotavtivourtoAewg
dLaATLEOG TEOG B0 VX ETNC OAWV OAG.

8 Amok. k', 13.
9 «oUK avORWTWV KNoeV éva, AAA" avOEWMoL Lo 11 éavtol TeQLéOnkev DTooTATE, NIKOAAOL
KapaoWa, Entda dvéxdotor Adyor, @eooalovikn 1976, o. 108.



Avayvoodntw em’ éxkkAnolag katax v Ocelav Aertovgylav TG £€00TNG TWV
Xowotovyévvawv, peta 1o Tepdv EvayyéAiov.



